Exper

ts say no to 4-year

honours course under NEP

Multiple exit-entry points
unviable, they feel

v

BENGALURU, DHNS

everal experts present in
the meeting called by the

SEP drafting committee
here on Wednesday opined
that four years’ honours de-
gree and multiple entry exit
option provided in the New
Education Policy (NEP) were
impractical.

Asmanyas 68 experts from
various fields across the state
and some from national level
were invited for the discus-
sion.

During the discussion, a
majority of them said it was
not viable to offer four years’
honours course. They said

multiple entry exit points
would not serve the purpose
of higher education.

“WhenIwasthe head of the
departmentat Bangalore Uni-
versity, we tried five years’ in-
tegrated/honours courselong
backanditwasa failure. Ofthe
38 students who got admis-
sions, no student remained
for the fifth year. Hence, the
coursewas closed,” explained
oneretired professor.

“How can we give a certif-
icate after first year, diploma
after second year and degree
after third year? It is imprac-
tical and unscientific in engi-
neering education. Thiswould
lead to more unemployment,”

the principal of an engineer-
ing college said.

Students who have joined
higher education under NEP
2020 are in the third year
now and the government has
totakeadecisiononscrapping
or continuing four-year hon-
ours course.

“This is the reason we have
asked for interim report from
a commission on four-year
honours course. The govern-
ment will decide on it as soon
asthe commission submitsits
report,’said a senior official of
the higher education depart-
ment.

The SEP drafting commit-
tee headed by former UGC
chairperson Sukhadeo Thor-
athas called another meeting
on January 18. It will submit
an interim report by the end
of this month.

Some of the experts in-
vited for Wednesday’s dis-
cussion were educationist
G Ramakrishna, writers K

Marulsasiddappa, 5 G_Sid-
daramaiah, Baraguru Ram-
achandrappa, N V Varghese,
director of the Centre for Pub-
lic Policy Research in Higher
Education, IMI Kolkata eco-
nomics associate professor
Sahana Roy Chowdhury and
SMadheswaran of Centre for
Economic Studies & Policy.

survey

A survey conducted by the
All India Save Education
Committee (AISEC) showed
that 94.5% of the stakehold-
ers were not happy with the
four-year honours course and
92.32% opined that multiple
entry-exit would not help in
getting jobs.

The committee, which re-
leased the report on Wednes-
day, submitted the findingsto
the SEP drafting committee.
There were 2,536 respon-
dents from from 24 dis-
tricts, 18 universities and 83
colleges.



