St Joseph's College upgraded to
vars:ty, alumni givea thumbs up
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Bengaluru: St Joseph’s Colle
ge,oneof theoldest in Karnata-
’ka, hasnowbeendeclaredapri-
vate varsity under the Centre’s
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
_ Abhiyan scheme. It is the only

privateaided collegetohave be-
en upgraded to university sta-
tus under RUSA in the country.

Established in 1882 by Fat- -

hers of the French Foreign
Mission, St Joseph’s Universi-

ty has been offering commerce, -

science and humanities cour-
sesinthestate. Since1937,ithas
been managed by Karnataka
Province of the Society of Je-
sus (Jesuits). In 1986, it became
thefirstaffiliate collegeto offer
postgraduate courses in Kar-
nataka and two years later, the
first in the state t6 build and
run aresearch centre.
Government of Karnataka
formally conferred the much
sought-after status on the in-
stitutionon July 2. The process

began in 2013 when St Joseph'’s .

College (Autonomouis) applied
to RUSA of the ministry of
education, formerly the mini-
stry of human resource deve-
lopment, seeking to be upgra-
dedtoauniversity. RUSA's pur-
pose was to create new univer-
sities by upgrading existing
autonomous colleges.

With the university

status, the college
can fulfil its mission of
imparting quality education
with more ease. Course
modifications, campus

4", improvements, technical
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developments, etc. can
- happen more smoothly.
The impact of this change

o will be felt among the

. student community,
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In 2018, St Joseph’s was
picked to be one of thefirstcol-
leges to undergo the upgrade
and in February 2021, the state
governthent passed St Jo:
seph’s University Bill. The bill
became an Act when it was no-
tified on July 2 this year.

“We have set many stan-
dards of excellence among col-
leges and also have one of the
highest National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) scores. Many colleges
applied under RUSA but St Jo-
seph’s College was the only pri-
vate institute toapply and achi-
eve it,” Fr Victor Lobo, princi-
pal, said at a press conference.

The university is expected

to be fully operational for aca-
demic year 2022-2023 and will
be functional under a public-
privatepartnershipmodel.
The college has been alma
mater for many individuals
who have made their name in
variousfields. Among its famo-
usalumniare historian Janaki
Nair, civil servants Lakshmi-
narayana, Frank Noronha, TS
Krishnamurthy and Pradeep
Arya, political leaders MY
Ghorpade, Kumar Bangarappa
and Rajeev Gowda, and spiritu-
alleader SriSriRavishankar. It
had a commemorative stamp
released by India Post in 2009.
Noronha, former principal
director-general of PressInfor-

mation Bureau, and former
principal spokesperson for go-
vernment of India, said the col-
lege hasbeenasecond parentto
him. “I grew up in Hassan dis-
trict in the 1970s where we had
no access to modern education
and English language. When I
enrolled into St Joseph’s, the
first month was very hard and I
wanted to run away but the
commitment of educators is so
strongthatIeventually became
a college athlete, gold medallist
and went on to work under five
different prime ministers of In-
dia. St Joseph’s College, Lal-
bagh Road, gettinga university
status isa proud moment for all
itsalumni,” he stated.



