Prez Murmu urges universities
to become globally comparable

Karnataka aﬁers civic recepthp.
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Bengaluru: Urging universities to strive to
make themselves globally comparable, Presi-
dent of India Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday
asked them to take steps now, so that India can
become a knowledge superpower.

She was speaking at the inauguration of
St. Joseph's University, Bengaluru.

St. Joseph'’s College (Autonomous) was
declared a university under the Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan on a public-
private partnership model. The state go-
vernment had conferred the status of uni-
versity to the 140-year-old college by enac-
tingalaw earlier this year. ;

Pointing out that India will have the hlg»
hest youth population by 2022 and its ability to
provide high quality education will determi-
ne their future, she said: “Many of our stu-
dents look west for higher learning and rese-
arch. We should make efforts to make our uni-
versities comparable so that our students get
opportunities. Many Indian institutions have
found a place in the international rankings.
But their number is very small. It should be
the aim of every Indian institution to become
a world-class centre for learning. If we take
the right steps right now, our country will
emergeas a knowledge superpower.”

~ Termingeducationanimportant toolofso-
cial transformation, Murmusaid universities
have to respond to the diverse aspirations of
the young generation. “For this, out-of-the-
box thinking is required. Such thinking will
lead toarichlearningexperience and creative
solutions,” she said, adding that the National
Education Policy-2022 is a move towards this.

Pointing out that today’s world needs mul-
tidimensional skills, she said working and
studying in silos is not the approach to be ta-
ken. She urged the students to work for the co-
untry’s development with enthusiasm.

The inaugural function was attended by
chief minister Basavaraj Bommai, governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot and higher education
minister CN Ashwath Narayan.

WARM WELCOME Presmlent Droupadl Murmu was feh(:ltated in Bengaluru on Tuesday
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Bengaluru: As a mark of respect and
appreciation for dedicating her time to
visit Karnataka, and inaugurating the
Mysuru Dasara, the Karnataka govern-
ment on Tuesday hosted a civic recep-
tion for President Droupadi Murmu,

According to officials, the reception
was the first which was given to a Presi-
dent of the nation by Karnataka. A civic
reception is generally given to the Presi-
dent on his/her first visit to the state, as
done in West Bengal and Tripura when
they hosted the former President of In-
dia Ram Nath Kovind.

On Tuesday, chiel minister Basava-
raj Bommai and governor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot felicitated her;, followed by
fiveachieversfrom variousspheresof li-
fe. They included Padmashri and Iskcon
president Madhu Pandit Dasa, Padma
Bhushan awardee and littérateur

Chandrashekhara Kambara, Padma
Shri recipient Prakash Padukone, Pad-
ma Shri and Padma Bhushan recipient
amd Biocon chief Kiran Mazumdar-
Shaw and Padma Shriawardee Manjam-
ma Jogati, the first transgender woman
to head Janapada Academy. The Presi-
dent was later hosted for an official din-
ner at Raj Bhavan along with an interac-
tion with dignitaries.

Murmu hoped that Karnataka
will be at the forefront of ensuring
that India becomes a 5-trill,ion dollar
economy soon.

“The state has always been an at-
traction to every person who comes,
be it from India or abroad, with Kan-
nadigas embracing them as their
own. ] had wished to make my firstof-
ficial trip after taking oath as the Pre-
sident to visit Karnataka and had the
opportunity to inaugurate the famed
MysuruDasara,” she said.




