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historical injustices
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Aroun(llaso% of India's
“Population belongs
ﬂtlwrﬁnrhvnrdnglf\féz
es (OBC), Scheduled Caste
(SC) and Scheduled Tribe
Communities, who were

x . < i ted
against by dq, K
across the country, Most of

€ resources and wealtl, are
accumulated and controlled
Y the dominang castes due
to cultural Supremacy, which
allows them to access political
Power. In contrast, marginal-
lsedcommunitiesweredenied
OPPortunities, excludeq from
temples,
10 water, education and other
Public institutions,
Conducﬁng a caste census

€an serve as ap alternative
mode] of develop,
ucqecononﬁcdisparitimand
Provideequalopportunties for
backward and marginalised
COmmunities, Although the
€ensus falls under the Union
list, tates like Karnataka and
ihar conducted caste-based
census despite political differ-
€nces with the central govern-
ment. The caste-based census
mBlharrevaedissuessuchas
unemployment, illiteracy and
Socio-economic conditions of
bad(wardcommumﬁes.

The Karnataka govern-
ment, under Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah, announced
a caste-based census in 2015
under the then state back-
ward commission chairman

ju. After conducting
a census across the state, the
commission submitted the
report in 2018. However, the

state government has neither |

accepted the report nor made
itpublic.

Politically, socially and eco-
nomically, the Lingayats and

-Vokkaligas have historically

enjoyed the advantages of
being dominant castes. Now,
they, along with BJP leaders,
are opposing the initiative to
conducta caste-based census,

The main reason for oppos-
ing the release is the fear that
their caste percentage maybe

lowerthancurrentlyprojected, ad

leading to a loss of socio-ecp-
nomic benefits. As per undis-
closed reports, Dalits account

for 19.5% and Muslims make ~this dr

up 16%, relegating the Lin-
gayats to 14% and Vokkaligas
to 11%. This would mean that
if corrective measures are

* taken up by the government,

the Lingayats and Vokkaligas
couldlose substantial benefits
they have been enjoying.
Karnataka ishome to about
seventy million people, host-
ing around 1,500 castes and
sub-castes. According to the
Karnataka State Commission
for Backward Classcs,thgcen-
sus involved administering a
questionnaire with 55 ques-
tions. The entire exercise was
carried out in 45 days, with
surveyors visiting 1.35 crore

caste census as j

and denied access ?hy

ment to re- by

houscholds 1o verify individu-
al caste certificates, school re-
mnlmrdmunmmlrdcm
¢s bearing caste details, The
1otal cost of thig eXercise was
estimated at Rs 160 crore, The
findings may be extrapolated
to determine the representa-
tion and numbers of different
Communities,

N a state known for pro-
gm\m'ebackwamchssnmb

ments, including AHINDA
= which includes minorities,

-'\Aik. Adivasis and OB,
and is spearheaded Chief
Minister Siddamniahby— itbe-
comes essential to pyb hthe
provide
VORDSTRUNIAY to look at the
population of different castes
and set the anomaljes rightin
termsof providingeducational
andjobopportunities,

Itisnecessaryto identifythe
creamylayerandremovethem

Om continuing to enjoy the
benefits of reservation, there-

providing opportunities to
0se who have not benefited,
Theidea ofa welfare stateisto

istribute resources equitably
among its citizens. However,
theappropriationof; resources
the elites among the upper
castesand OBCshashindered
theveryidea of equalaccessto
state resources by all sections
of society,

The judiciary in India has
voiceditssupportfor conduct-
ing caste-based censuses to
make the best use of reserva-
tion, but the executive branch
has not been in favour of this
exercise. Without any reliable
data, the 10% reservation for
economically weaker sections
wasimplemented,

The Global Multidimen-
sional Poverty Index of 2021
statesthatnearly33% of India’s
Scheduled Caste population
livesbelow the povertyline. In
2018419, the Bihargovernment
divertedRs8,800 crore of des-
ignated scholarship amounts
for SC/ST students to other
projectslikeroads, medical col-
eges and government build-
ings. Such anomalies could
be corrected and tailor-made
welfare measures could be
implemented to benefit the
marginalised castesif we have
nearlyaccuratedata,

Alongwiththecastecensus,
gender justice should also be
addressedtocorrecthistorical
injustices faced by women in
underprivilegedcommunitim,
whohavemntinuedtosu'uggle
in all spheres due to a lack of
lequaterepresentation.
It is the dream of every In-
dian to transform the country.
Two great tools for realising

is dream are education and
technology, which are not
accessible to certain sections
of our society. By identifying
these sections through the
caste census, policymakers
can bring about a.change in
making this country more
equitable in terms of sharing
itsresourcesbyidentifyingthe
faultlinesand mainstreaming
e Lt
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